
 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 
February 5, 2016 

 

Dear Representative Thiesfeldt and Assembly Education Committee: 

 
On behalf of the District administration and Board of Education, we are writing to express our opposition to Assembly 

Bill 751, Amendment 2. 

  

We were very surprised to learn that last minute legislation was proposed to amend the current funding mechanism for the 

Wisconsin Parental Choice Program (WPCP), without even consideration of a public hearing.   

  

Last spring, when the Legislature passed the current WPCP funding formula, it appeared that thoughtful consideration 

was given to the fact that the overwhelming majority of new voucher students was currently enrolled in private schools 

and had never attended a public school.  Therefore, the new voucher students would not have been included in a school 

district’s enrollment numbers, nor is it our understanding that they will be included in the future.   

  

In addition, it also appeared to address the fact that, unlike with open enrollment, public school districts have a continued 

financial responsibility for voucher students that does not exist under open enrollment. Since public school districts are 

responsible for busing eligible voucher students and administering services for English Language Learners and special 

education, it made sense that school districts would be able levy to the full extent. 

 

In order to meet the needs of our students, due to the $0 increase in state funding or increase in revenue limits, the District 

has made cuts in its 2015-16 budget that included reducing the classroom resources budget by $3.5 million.  An additional 

budget reduction without even a discussion regarding the impact on the students and parents, who choose to send their 

children to a public school, is deeply troubling. 

 

Amendment 2, as proposed, would result in financial hardship for the Green Bay Area Public School District and 

negatively impact our students. We ask that the Assembly Education Committee maintain the current funding formula for 

WPCP and that any significant change such as proposed by Amendment 2 receive a public hearing. 

  

  

Respectfully, 

     

Dr. Brenda Warren    Michelle Langenfeld, Ed.D. 

School Board President    Superintendent of Schools and Learning 

 

 

cc: Senator Frank Lasee, Senator Rob Cowles, Senator Dave Hansen, Representative John Macco, and Representative 

David Steffen  
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